
Stop at 1:20 start at 7:00 stop at 7:50 start 9:00 
Elaine Norwood’s transcription (Recorded 3/17/2011) 
 
Elaine  
 
I’m seventy-four  
And  uh  I think we came to McMaster’s St. when I was about  
Uh I’d say five or six 
I can’t remember  
But we used to live in the house right there on the end 
On the end there 
And my dad bought the property all the way down from that big green house up there 
All the way down here 
But you know since they passed, 
Its kind of hard for me to 
Keep up all that stuff so I sold some of it 
Uh, my brother which is deceased, he owns the original home place up there 
That is still in the family that is 
But I sold to two pieces of land 
Where you see those two big houses there 
I had to sell it to keep this house!  
        Ha 
           Ha ha 
 So, 
I’ve been over here 
        I’d say all my life 
        And my aunt used to live right down the street there all that’s gone now. 
                       All the neighbors are gone that we had and 
                        It’s a good neighborhood… 
  You know, 
   It’s just so when they passed out, you know, 
   The younger kids, they don’t wanta 
They don’t want it 
They want a high class.. 
                    You know, so..  
So it doesn’t stay in the family. 
Right.  
They didn’t  
 They didn’t stay, so. 
It’s just..  
 Northside– I went to school over here 
Right over here at um 
The Health Center 
Carrboro? 
No,  
Right over here! 



I walked to school right here 
Where the health center is over there now 
Oh.. 
On Caldwell 
 I guess it’s called the health center, right? 
Well, I don’t know the area very well.  
Oh you don’t? 
 Okay. 
  Well, it’s the health center 
   Uhh the school that’s right down the street here. 
Mhmm. 
And 
 I went to school there 
  And after integration, they built Lincoln High, 
   Which is Lincoln Center now.  
I had to go way across town to go to school 
   No complaints 
We walked from here all  

    the  
         way 

 down 
Merritt Mill Road.  

I don’t know whether you know – you know where Lincoln Center is.. 
I do know where.. 
 Yeah.  
 So, we had to walk - but it was a good walk, and we stayed small too! 
  You know, so, it was.. 
Uh, 
We had good teachers.. 
 You know,  

Artie Smith, who lived right down the– Caldwell Street here. 
 I could walk right down the path there and  

at his house 
 his wife 

His wife taught me, and he taught me also.  
And I think that is the only two teachers that,  

uh, lived in the area, 
 Most of them passed on 
  Um, except those two. 

But,  
Most of the teachers, 
 You know,  
  They’d come to your house if lessons weren’t right  
   And all that stuff like that, you know, so 
It was, 
  I miss that. 



Mhmm. 
  I really do.  
I love the students.  
  I love Carolina.  
Because my dad worked for the University,  
 My brother worked for them  
  - my oldest brother, worked for the university. 
    He’s deceased also.  
So,  
  My mother worked there 
   After we got large enough to stay home by ourselves.  
So, she worked in 
 I think they call it the dining hall? 

Mhmm.  
 Like serving students, or something like that? 

So,  
I don’t know how she did it because she had to take care of us, and she had to cook and 
wash and all that stuff like that, 
 But we were watched by the neighborhood.  
   The neighbors.  
    Cause my aunt was right down the street 
     You know, right 
      Three houses down from us. 
       So that’s where we would be. 
You know, 
 While they worked.  
And, 
 Like I said, I love the University. 
  It got us all of this! 
   Ha Ha Ha 
So, 
 I mean,  
  During that time, they didn’t make a lot of money, 
   But 

   They 
     knew  

        how 
    to   
       save. 

 
      A white potata, 
3:50       And fix it bout five, 
        Six, 
              Seven, 
        Different ways. 
One potata! 



So, 
See back there, 
 During them times 
  They cooked.  
They had gardens. 
 You know.  
And we had relatives that lived 
 Pittboro 
  Chatham 
   Down that way.  
And you’d go to their house– they would give you 
   Cabbage,  

              you know 
                     This, 
              And that. 
Mama would take our clothes down there and give it to 
   You know, 
    The people that were less fortunate than us. 
Uh, 
     She would take it and give it to them.  
And they’d give you tomatoes and all kinds of stuff. 
 And homemade biscuits we had.  
  And, 
Today nobody’s doing that! 
 I’ve got TV dinners in there! 
So,  
     I   
       I really miss the 
But we all have to   
                  Go.  
   At times. 
      So.  
 
I am the only one left in my family.  
 
Uh, 
      Even my aunts, uncles. and 
 All of em gone.  
But. 
 It’s. 
I was left okay.  
 Let’s put it that way.  
But, 
When I retired– I guess I’ve been retired now for twelve years or more? 
Times are gettin- 
 You know what I’m saying? 



 The little nest egg that you got? 
It’s going  
    That way.  
And social security’s not keeping up. 
   What this house calls for.  
It might have two doors, 
   But it’s one house. 
    You know, so 
I’m 
 I’m doing okay though. 
 
I’m doing okay.  
 
But, uh, 
 I remember when we moved down here all this was dirt. 
     Just dirt. 
      No houses.  
All those houses you see up there? 
           None of that was here. 
Just a dirt road.  
My dad had a tractor, 
   And, uh, 
    He made a road down here. 
He made the road? 
Yeah! 
 With a tractor. 
   He had a tractor 
I remember the time I tried to get on that thing 
 Mama said, “That’s it.” 
“No more riding.” 
6:10 
Now he dug a trench 
 Where the water would run 
  And I remembered 
Um,  
I was in New York when they built this house 
Supposed to been a surprise for me, 
 But then I saw a guy in DC that said, 
     “Whoa, you’re daddy’s building a   
          mansion.” 
And he gave it away! 
But,  
 Um, 
So when I came home, she blessed(?) that guy out! For telling me! 
But,  
       We would, 



 We were ok, 
   You know. 
Yeah, he made this room. 
 Hadn’t been too long the mailman 

6:55 
We had to fight the mailman cause 
He didn’t want to come down he said their wasn’t enough houses on the   
          Area. 
So, we got that straightened out too.  
So, 
It’s been 
I love it  

over here.  
I love it.  

And and and, 
I hate it  

that that community close knit stuff isn’t  
 It’s not here any more! 
You know,  
I would look out for you, you would look out for me 
We used to leave our doors open, 
If you came to see me or something, 
The door would be open. 
You sit on the porch 
  Nobody came to the house! 
  Nobody robbed people! 
Now you can’t do that.  
If I go downstairs, 
I’m locking up! 
 I’m locking everything up! 
You know, 
 Just to go downstairs.  
I I I have a little apartment downstairs, 
Little one bedroom 
After my mother passed and the family that I know the Burnetts said,” 
 
[Course I don’t rent to everybody… 
I tried to help a lady from the shelter] 
 
[I didn’t have no problem with her down there] 
 
…. 
 
To me its not a neighborhood anymore. 
 
Like I was talking to one of them students the other day 



And I said, “why don’t ya’ll move your cans and things off the street?” 
I said, “You’re blocking up a park  
          For your guests to come.” 
Well, 
He said, “Yes, Ma’am  
   I will.” 
He went and moved one can 
And then moved the other trashcan. 
And I told him,  
  “you know they’re supposed to be off the street  
    The law says 

The town thing says they’re supposed to be off the     
street 

       By seven o’clock 
        In the evening.” 
You think the town followed that stuff? 
No.  
No no, 
 They don’t do that.  
But some, 
They’re very nice, 
Like I said the group across the street is very nice 
They keep it really nice over here. 
I makes a neighborhood 
But when you come and see all those cans 
  And everything 
Ugh.. 
Those boys up there, 
  I don’t know.  
I really haven’t talked to but one, 
 But I think that if I went up there and asked them please   
        They would do it.  
Yeah, they would. 
They’re not rude in anyway, you know 
They’re not- and mark, you know, that owns those two apartments on this side 
        And those two right here 
He’s a good landlord 
He gets them 
He tries to move 
 People 
  In there 
That’s not noisemakers cause he knows that I will call 911 in a minute. 
You know, so 
He tells them! 
He tells them,  
  “You know, that lady over there  



    she’s very nice 
     you know,  
     as long as you keep it clean..” 
I like parties! 
I party sometime. 
I don’t party like I used to  
        That room right there used to be hot! 
Ha ha ha 
But, you know, we’re getting older so we don’t do those things.  
We don’t do that that much now.  
But I do have some friends over 
Play a little music or something 
Try to dance anyway 
   Until your legs start hurting 
…. 
 
I really do appreciate ya’ll called that Ms. Marian cause Ms. Marian used to visit my 
mother when she was sick… 
 
… 
See I knew all those people! 
You knew the names 
         You knew the family 
     You knew 
And you could go 
 If I was hungry, 
I’d just as soon go to M. Flotches 
Or Ms. Elvira or somebody 
Or Ms. Annie Cate 
   “come on in” 
“Ms. Annie I’m hungry!” 
  “We got a game over at Hargraves” 
So,  
“Come on in” 
She’d feed you 
You know, it was something like that! 
 
And I don’t know what the young people are gonna do! 
Well I talked t o the guys on the street. 
 
… 
Ya’ll need to start doing something for yourself 
… 
We know they’re not 
“Pull your pants up!” 
…. 



Another thing to is people aren’t nice like they used to be. 
… 
 
People don’t respect each other any more 
 
And it hurts! 
 
[Talking about living in New York] 
 
15:00 
 
And that’s when my dad passed 
And my mother was living here alone 
So something told me to come home 
And I came home.  
…. 
Oh my mother put me out of the house,  
 
…[working at the dollar store in Carrboro] 
 
Then after my mother passed, 
I had so much to do. 
You know what I’m saying? 
I didn’t know a whole lot 
But I had friends to help me get through the paperwork 
And this and that and, you know 
We did it 
….. 
I don’t know what its gonna do when I pass! 
… 
I don’t complain 
… 
I think everybody knows me 
…. 
I know that face but I don’t keep up with names too good. 
… 
So what else are ya’ll trying to do with the center? 
[the Jackson Center] 
 
Yeah, 
To be honest with you,  
I really hated it when things were integrated.  
Things changed. 
Of course, 
When that happened 
I graduated in ‘54 



So I didn’t get into all that 
…. 
[played basketball high school and college in Lynchburg, VA] 
 
[playing sports growing up] 
 
Teachers. 
They were so concerned about us, you know.  
Their relationships with the teachers were great. 
Today you’ve got numbers, right? 
…. 
No, 
They knew who your parents were 
They knew your name 
… 
the university used to send us the desks they used to have. 
… 
but we managed  
we got books 
they sent books 
…. 
We raised money for basketball girls 
… 
and the whole community would show up for a game! 
… 
those guys would look forward to that! 
… 
We miss that! 
We miss that! 
Everybody tell you 
That Chapel Hill High 
   You know where Timeout is? 
Yeah. 
Yeah, well they built the white school there 
… 
And we had a little shack over here. 
… 
But it didn’t last long 
That school was there a couple of years and they tore it down! 
… 
I’m still trying to find the cornerstone! 
.. 
But they claim they have no money! 
We went to all those meetings 
The design everythings done 
… 



We wanted to save the cornerstone 
So when they build the new one we could but it there.. 
.. 
but if we’re not around!.. 
When they build it they won’t do it 
… 
[School reunions] 
 
27:35 
When did you notice that the neighborhood started chainging? 
 
 
 
 
    
      


